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FCDS EDITS 
Policy – Why?

 Data Acceptance Policy – FCDS EDITS

 Batch submissions will be edited immediately during the upload 
process using the standard FCDS EDITS metafile.  This metafile is 
published on the FCDS website and is available for use by software 
vendors and other interested parties who wish to run edits prior to data 
submission. 

 Each record must pass ALL inter and intra-item edits before acceptance 
by FCDS.  

 Records that require a NAACCR edit override (FORCE) will pass the 
edit check process and will be accepted.  

 However, upon review at FCDS it may be determined the case does not 
meet the criteria for edit override (FORCE) and a correction may be 
made to the case. 

 For the cases requiring an edit override or Force, FCDS staff will review 
submitted text to determine if sufficient information has been provided 
to override the edit in question.  

 When the information provided in text is insufficient, unclear, equivocal, 
incomplete or incorrect, the reporting facility will have two weeks from 
the time of case transmission to send FCDS the appropriate information 
from the patient’s medical records to support the code(s) assigned. 

 FCDS QC Staff will use documentation provided to validate coding and 
set relevant override flag(s). 

https://www.naaccr.org/standard-data-edits/ 
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FCDS EDITS 
Policy – Why?

 FCDS has always believed that the closer to the medical 
record and abstract the user can find an error – the more 
likely the error will be corrected using information from 
the actual medical record and not just ‘correct’ the edit to 
make it pass.

 FCDS has required ‘sufficient text’ to support key abstract 
codes.  Staff will not hesitate to request more information if 
your text does not support your codes or when your case 
fails edits with no documentation provided to clearly 
document need to override the edit.

 By providing multiple edit reviews in the abstracting 
process; registrars learn from their mistakes, learn how to 
document cases better, and know what to expect from 
FCDS when the only cases FCDS should receive are the 
cases that you really want to have staff ‘FORCE’ or 
‘override’ a standard edit.  This has become increasingly 
important with site/histology to ensure the case is 
assigned the correct Schema ID/AJCC ID/Grade ID, etc.

https://www.naaccr.org/standard-data-edits/ 
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FCDS EDITS 
Policy – Why?

Total Cases – FC Visual Review (FC Review to assess 
case for possible FORCE) 10,721 6%

• FORCED (EDIT Override Confirmed and FORCE 
was set - NOT an error) 4,393 2.5%

• CORRECTED (1 or more corrections made based on 
text – NOT a FORCE) 4,446 2.5%

• DELETED (duplicate case, not a reportable 
neoplasm, not a new primary) 1,882 1%

50% of Cases Submitted as “FORCE/OVERRIDE” are NOT
FCDS Staff Must Correct Each of These as ERRORS in Data

https://www.naaccr.org/standard-data-edits/ 
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Using EDITS in 
Your Software

 You May Use Edits/EDIT Metafiles Multiple Times

 Case Level Edits – FCDS Record Level EDITS Metafile

 Batched Level Edits

 FCDS Inter-Record Level Edits

 Edits Run After You Make Corrections

 EDITS Metafile for FCDS Batch Submission

 NCDB EDITS Metafile for NCDB Submission

 RQRS EDITS Metafile for RQRS Submission

 NPCR EDITS Metafile Used at FCDS for National Call for Data

 Know Which Metafile You Need and for What Purpose

 EDITS Metafile(s) May Be Embedded in Your Software

 You May Have to go Find the EDITS Metafile(s) Needed

 You can always download EditWriter5 – this gives you the 
administrative notes, edits logic and a test bench to use 
when testing your edit against the latest metafile.

https://www.naaccr.org/standard-data-edits/ 
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New 2018-2019 
National Edits

4 Formal Releases of v18 EDITS Metafile

1464 Total EDITS in NAACCR Metafile – Not All Programs Use All EDITS

https://www.naaccr.org/standard-data-edits/ 
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NEW 2018-2019 
FCDS EDITS

FCDS has tested more than 25 FCDS EDITS Metafiles

https://fcds.med.miami.edu/inc/whatsnew.shtml

Logic Changed
Description, administrative notes, error messages changed
Name change
Edit set change
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Problem 
Florida EDITS

 REMEMBER:  FCDS only sees the FCDS EDITS that can be 
submitted with FORCE = Y.  Other Edits should be cleared 
at the facility prior to submission or may be rejected (just 
the case or possibly the entire batch).

 So, by the time FCDS gets your data it is pretty clean.

 That said, there are a number of recurring FCDS EDITS that 
we have struggled with for a number of years.

 And, we have a few new ones that are a struggle.

 Figuring out the edit failure is usually pretty 
straightforward – but, not always – sometimes one edit is 
related to another edit and changing one data item 
requires another item or two or more be changed, too.

 These are still great learning tools – but, don’t just change 
data to clear the edit…understand the edit and make the 
data correct – not the data ‘acceptable’ just to pass the edit.

https://fcds.med.miami.edu/inc/whatsnew.shtml

Does Force = Y
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Top 25 Most 
Common 

Florida EDITS

Does Force = Y
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Next 25 Most 
Common 

Florida EDITS

https://fcds.med.miami.edu/inc/whatsnew.shtml

Does Force = Y
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Problem 
Florida EDITS

https://fcds.med.miami.edu/inc/whatsnew.shtml

GOOD LUCK – Learn Lots
&

Call FCDS with Questions

Call FCDS with Questions

Does Force = Y
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Any Questions?
13
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